
 
 

 

AQA Chemistry A-level  

Required Practical 11  

Carry out simple test-tube reactions to identify transition metal ions in aqueous 
solution 
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Test 1a: 
 

● Place 10 drops of solution in a test tube.  
● Add sodium hydroxide solution, shaking gently, dropwise until in excess. Record any observations.  
● Do not discard this mixture.  

Test 1b: 

 
● Half fill a 250 cm3 beaker with the freshly boiled water. 
● Allow the four test tubes containing the mixtures from Test 1a to stand in the beaker of hot water for about 10 minutes. 
● Record any observations. 

 

Test 2: 

 
● Place about 10 drops of sodium carbonate solution in a test tube. 
● Add about 10 drops of solution and shake the mixture gently. Record any observations. 

 

Test 3: 

 
● Place about 10 drops of solution in a test tube. 
● Add about 10 drops of silver nitrate solution and shake the mixture gently. 
● Allow the four test tubes to stand for about 10 minutes. Record any observations. 
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